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The Nile is famous as the longest river in the world.
The river got its name from the Greek word "Neilos",
which means valley. The Nile floods the lands in Egypt,
leaving behind black sediment. That's why the ancient
Egyptians named the river "Ar", meaning black.

The Nile River is actually 6,695 kilometers (4,184
miles) long. With such a long length, the Nile River is
speculated to be the longest river in the world. The
Amazon River runs a very close second, although it has
been difficult to determine which is actually longer. While
the Nile River is often associated with Egypt, it actually
touches Ethiopia, Zaire, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda,
Burundi and Sudan, as well as Egypt. It's only recent that
the first known navigation team successfully followed
the river from beginning to its end.

The Nile River has played an extremely important
role in the civilization, life and history of the Egyptian
nation. One of the most well known river Nile facts
is the river’s ability to produce extremely fertile soil,
which made it easy for cities and civilizations to spring
up alongside the banks of the Nile. The fertile soil is
contributed by the annual spring floods, when the Nile
River overflows onto the banks. Much of the Egyptian
nation consists of dry desert land. Throughout most
of the year, very little rain falls on Egyptian deserts.
This has remained true for thousands of years. The
abundant Nile River provided much needed irrigation,
even in ancient times. This waterway also provided a
source of drinking water, and source of irrigation for
farming as well as papyrus reeds that could be used
for a variety of purposes such as paper and building
materials.

The Nile Crocodile has been a major component

of the Egyptian culture and way of life since the first
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Egyptians settled along the fertile banks of the Nile. Most
Nile Crocodiles are approximately 4 meters in length,
although some have been reported as longer.The animals
make their nests along the banks of the Nile River, where
the female may lay up to 60 eggs at one time. About
three months later the babies are born and are taken to
the water by their mother.They will remain with her for at
least two years before reaching maturity.

Not only is the Nile River one of the main rivers of
Egypt, but many would in fact; say it is the primary river of
Egypt. The Nile River has certainly played a critical role in
the history of this mysterious nation.

Today, exotic and sophisticated cities like Cairo
grace the banks of the Nile River, as they have for
thousands of years. Individuals interested in experiencing
the Nile up close and personal can journey along the
famous river aboard riverboats and cruises that depart

from numerous cities along the bank.
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Mount Kilimanjaro lies on the border of Tanzania
and Kenya, just south of the Equator. To the west lies
the Great African Rift Valley, created by tremendous
tectonic forces which also gave birth to a string of
other volcanoes. One of these, Mount Kenya, was
originally much higher than Mount Kilimanjaro.

The three summits of Mount Kilimanjaro, Shira,
Kibo and Mawenzi are all of very recent origin. Shira
and Mawenzi both have suffered considerable
erosion and only jagged peaks remain. Kibo, the
central, youngest and highest peak has survived as an
almost perfect cone

Although East Africa and nearby Olduvai Gorge
is thought to be the cradle of mankind it is unlikely
that early man would have been attracted to the
steep and cold slopes of Kilimanjaro at a time when it
was probably very active and dangerous. A Wachagga
legend talks of Mawenzi receiving fire for its pipe
from his younger brother Kibo. The Wachagga who
live on the fertile volcanic soils around the base of
the mountain probably only came to the area about
300 years ago thus this legend suggests very recent
activity. Another of their legends talks of demons
and evil spirits living on the mountain and guarding
immense treasures. Stories are told of a king who
decided to go to the top, few of his party survived and
those who did had damaged arms and legs.

Arab and Chinese traders and historians make
mention of a giant mountain lying inland from
Mombasa or Zanzibar but few early traders ventured
into the interior of the continent. Slave traders passed
below it and sometimes raided the villages of the
Wachagga but it was not till the middle of the 19th
century that a more serious interest was taken in the
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mountain and attempts were made to scale it.

In 1848 Johann Rebmann a missionary from
Gerlingen in Germany while crossing the plains of
Tsavo saw Mount Kilimanjaro. His guide talked of
the cold, and of tales how a group of porters were
sent up the mountain to bring back the silver or
other treasures from the summit. They came back
only with water. Rebmann’s report stimulated great
interest in Germany and in the following years several
expeditions were organised; first by Baron von Decken
then later by Dr. Hans Meyer who finally stood on the
highest point on the 5th of October 1889.

Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest mountain in
Africa, now attracts many thousands of walkers each
year. On the 1st of January 2000 over 1000 people
reached the summit to see the sun rise over a new

Millennium.
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Stretching for over 3, 600 miles (5, 950 km) across
the African continent, from the Dead Sea in Southwest
Asia to Mozambique in Southeast Africa, the Great Rift
Valley is truly an amazing natural attraction. The Great
Rift Valley is a result of tectonic activty in the earth’s
crust and was created due to drifting and separation
of the African and Arabian tectonic plates around 35
million years ago. Its width widely varies according to
changing location, ranging between 31km and 100 km.
The Great Rift Valley is home to spectacular glaciers,
volcanoes, depressions and lakes, offering some of the
most breathtaking scenery on the earth. The Great
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Rift Valley is also renowned for its unique ecosystem,
having some of the finest wildlife parks in Africa. The
Great Rift Valley in Africa also offers excellent conditions
for hiking, trekking, rock climbing, mountain biking
and much more. So whether you're an adventure
seeker, a wildlife enthusiast or nature lover, the Great
Rift Valley in Africa is truly a destination to be in, at least
once in your life.

Though one can find breathtaking scenery all
along the Great Rift Valley, it’s at its scenic best in
Kenya. Near the famous Nakuru Lake its width is
around 45 km, where you can see both walls of this
astonishing fissure on the planet earth. Among must-
see attractions in the Great Rift Valley in Kenya include
the Lake Naivasha, Lake Elementeita, Lake Baringo,
all known for their scenic beauty as well as rich and
diverse avifauna, including flamingoes. Other major
tourist attractions in the valley are the Mount Longonot
National Park, Lake Nakuru National Park, Hell's Gate
National Park, Lake Bogoria National Park and the
renowned Samburu Game Reserve. The wildlife in
the Great Rift Valley region is unique and varied that
include the endangered Colobus Monkey, Black Rhinos,
Grevy'’s Zebras, Reticulated Giraffe, Zebra Mouse, and
Lesser Kudu Antelopes. Lions, Elephants, Leopards,
Giraffes, Gazelles, Hippos, Antelopes, Monkeys, Buffalos,
and Impalas are also commonly found in the region.
Thousands of adventure seekers and nature lovers
travel to the Great African Rift Valley from all over the

world every year.
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The Cape of Good Hope is a formation of land along
the south coast of Africa. Rounding it by ship has come to
represent the transition from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Indian Ocean in the east, as Cape Horn at the southern
end of South America does so between the Atlantic
Ocean and Pacific Ocean in the west.

There is some confusion as to the identity of the first
nonnative peoples to round the Cape of Good Hope. A
fifth-century B.C. Greek historian, Herodotus, made the
claim of an expedition by the Phoenicians, sponsored by
Necho Il of Egypt, in about 600-597 B.C. A 15th-century
cartographer, Fra Mauro, gave credit to the Chinese for
accomplishing the feat in 1420.

The first European known to have sailed around the
southern extent of Africa is Portuguese Bartolomeu Dias.
Hoping to find a sea-lane around Africa to the Spice
Islands (Moluccas) in the Indian Ocean, he embarked
on his voyage in 1487. After encountering unfavorable
winds along Africa’s south coast, he sailed southward
and, when the winds shifted, continued eastward. He
made landfall at Mossel Bay. By checking his navigational
measurements, he realized that he had passed the
southern tip of the continent. He continued up the
coast as far as the Great Fish River. On the return trip to
Portugal, in the summer of 1488, he set up a PADRAO
(pillar) at the place that is now known as the Cape of
Good Hope. Sources vary as to whether he gave it that
name, or named it CaboTormentoso, for "Cape of Storms,"
after the weather he encountered there, and that King
John Il of Portugal renamed it Cabo da BdaEsperanca,
or "Cape of Good Hope." In 1497, Vasco da Gama, also
sailing for Portugal, rounded the Cape of Good Hope and
continued on to India, establishing a new trade route
between Europe and Asia. From that time, such journeys
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became routine.

The Cape of Good Hope is referred to in
general usage as the southern tip of Africa. Yet, the
southernmost point on the African continent is
actually located at Cape Agulhas, 34 degrees and 52
minutes south latitude, some 40 miles southeast of
the Cape of Good Hope. Moreover, on the projection
of land referred to as the Cape of Good Hope, there
are actually two points equally to the south, about
a mile apart with a stretch of water between them.
Although the Cape of Good Hope is located in the
most temperate zone of the African continent, it is not
easy to navigate its waters. The winds in the region
circulate fiercely from the west, much like the winds
around Cape Horn, and the weather is unpredictable
and the seas often rough. The surrounding land is
inhospitable. It was not until the mid-16th century

that settlements were established to reprovision

ships sailing past on their way to other destinations.

The modern city of Cape Town, South Africa, is
situated to the north of the Cape of Good Hope.
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